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A. INTRODUCTION

1. We, 120 members of VIVAT International belonging to the religious congregations of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD), Missionary Sisters Servants of the Holy Spirit (SSpS), Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI), Sisters Adorers of the Blood of Christ (ASC),Congregation of the Holy Spirit (CSSp), Comboni Missionary Sisters (CMS), gathered at St. Arnold’s Seva Sadan, Indore, India from August 7th to 12th, 2011 to deliberate on our missionary concerns for Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) and the role of VIVAT International.

2. Animated by the empowering liturgy and the Word of God, the VIVAT International members reviewed their activities by presenting a report of their respective countries, regions and provinces.

B. JPIC REPORTS

3. The reports included the following areas of JPIC activities: HIV /AIDS treatment, prevention and rehabilitation, street children, the rights of Indigenous Peoples, land alienation and tribal lands, children, women, domestic, people affected by lepers, physically challenged, waste pickers, and migrant workers. Also mentioned were people’s initiatives for income generation, vocational training, etc. There were also special reports on the conflict in the Middle East (Palestinian Rights), Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Indonesia. 
4. The reports stressed the importance of networking both with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and governments for the rights of the people.
5. The workshop was animated with theological input on the concepts of Justice and Peace in the Bible. ‘Justice’ is giving to one what is his/her due. ‘Social justice’ refers to the relationships between different groups in society and examines whether each group in society receives what is its due. When we respect human dignity and promote the common good, we work for social justice. “To see if our society is just, we need to examine how the processes and institutions of our society operate, how we allocate resources, and how power and privilege are distributed. We need to look at the economic, social, cultural and political systems of our society. Concern for social justice leads us to ask: Do all of the systems result in every group in our society receiving what is due to them in fairness?” Thus, justice is about fairness with regard to individuals and groups in society.
6. The biblical understanding of justice goes beyond the above consideration. The biblical understanding of justice is rooted in the love of God. Responding to the needs of people and groups is one of the basic ways in which we give expression to God’s love in our relationships with others. This is why at the community, parish or school level we often analyze issues while at the same time respond to the immediate needs of the people. But if we remain at the level of treating only symptoms we will promote only dependency and paternalism. Thus, it will look like putting a band aid over a deep wound. To build a more just society we need to deal with causes as well as treating symptoms of those people and groups who are made poor or pushed to the margins. In other words there should be a cumulative shift in our work from charity or development to social action. Thus, we need to ask ourselves whether we can identify any groups in our society whose needs, interests and perspectives are neglected and how we might respond.
C. BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

7. The Bible sees justice as “setting things right”, and “restoring relationship” through non-violent means. The bible offers several models of justice like a) charity model, b) development model, and c) social action model. The biblical concept of justice is founded on the faith that “we all are created in the image and likeness of God and so endowed with dignity and integrity”. As far as the biblical concept of peace is concerned it is both personal and social. Biblical peace is the result of justice. It is a restored relationship between God and humans and among human beings.
D. SOCIAL TEACHING OF THE CHURCH

8. The Catholic Social Teaching sums up the teachings of the Church on issues of justice, peace and integrity of creation. It promotes a vision of a just society based on Scripture and Tradition and tries to respond to social justice issues through history.

8.1. Rerum Novarum is the first comprehensive document of social justice. It was issued by Pope Leo XIII in 1891. This encyclical letter explores the conditions of the working classes in the wake of the industrial revolution and sets out the rights and duties of workers, employers and governments.

8.2. Quadragesimo Anno was issued by Pope Pius XI in 1931 to mark the fortieth anniversary of Rerum Novarum. The Pope here rejected both unfettered liberalism and the totalitarian forms of government that were emerging in the post war period and introduced the principle of subsidiarity into Catholic teaching.

8.3. Mater et Magistra was published in 1961 by Pope John XXIII on Christianity and social progress. Here he saw poverty and inequality as international questions which require the solidarity of the whole human family.

8.4. Pacem in Terriswas published on Holy Thursday,  April 11th, 1963 by Pope John XXIII addressing all people of good will. He reflected in detail on human rights and focused on issues of peace in a nuclear age.

8.5. Gaudium et spesis the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World which was issued by the Second Vatican Council in 1965. Its presentation of the role of the Church in the world marked a major development in the understanding of the place of work for justice in the mission of the Church.
8.6. World Synod of Catholic Bishops in 1971 on Justice in the World states, “Action on behalf of justice and participation in the transformation of the world fully appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the of the preaching of the Gospel, or, in other words, of the Church’s mission for the redemption of the human race and its liberation from every oppressive situation”.
9. We also sought inspiration from one of the latest encyclicals of Pope Benedict XVI, “Caritas in Veritate”. In tune with our theme, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation the analysis of the encyclical on today’s poverty, economic meltdown and environmental destruction were highlighted. The Pope notes that the prevailing situation in the world is a result of the moral degradation, disrespect for life and a lack of solidarity. In order to build a just and peaceful society we need to revitalize ourselves with values enhance life in truth and charity. The world leaders have a responsibility towards the regeneration of our world.

E. VIVAT INTERNATIONAL AND THE UNITED NATIONS

10. The workshop brought a greater clarity of VIVAT International’s origin, purpose, method of work with United Nations (UN) and its bodies in New York, Geneva and Vienna. A review of the difficult and painstaking steps that led to the establishment of VIVAT on November 2000 and its achievements during the last 10 years helped the participants to understand the relevance of VIVAT International and our interaction and networking amongst its members and with others. Also we gained a sense of ownership, affinity and belonging in VIVAT and an impetus to promote its goals and objectives.

11. The nature, scope, dynamics and functions of the UN were highlighted. This provided the participants with the setting and background against which VIVAT is to be understood. The UN is a complex system with various organs and commissions, the most important of these being the ECOSOC through which VIVAT has been accredited and where NGOs exert their influence.

12. The members became aware of the role of NGOs and their activities, including how they fit into the overall goals and objectives of the UN. The NGOs act as the link between the UN and members on the ground through a two way communication.

13. We also came to understand some of the workings of the UN system and the Human Rights Council in Geneva. We looked at issues from a Human Rights (HR) point of view.  The Human Rights council in Geneva offers many avenues through which we can defend and promote the noble ideals of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Of particular interest was the information on the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) where a Nations’ Human Rights situation is reviewed periodically. Assistance was promised to those interested in raising matters of HR violations at the Council. We came to understand the complexities of the UN system. We noted many issues related to the advocacy and lobbying mission of VIVAT International’s members.

F. ADVOCACY

14. While discussing the role of people and people’s movements in community organizing and advocacy, the importance of working with them and listening to their perspectives (foot-slogging) was seen as essential in order to represent real needs and not only what we might have perceived as their needs. This might be from either a thematic or regional perspective. People must come to understand the need to struggle for their own rights. We can accompany them, as often we will have helped them to know and understand their rights.
15. In the context of India, the issues of the rights of the Christian Dalit within the Constitution of India, domestic workers, manual scavenging and human rights education in schools and colleges were especially considered.

16. More clarity was gained through considering a specific example: CEDAW (Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination against Women). We found that discrimination is defined as any exclusion, restriction or distinction on the basis of gender that works against women. CEDAW is providing appropriate measures for women to enjoy their rightful place and dignity. We also considered important articles of the Convention and how countries could be made accountable for its implementation. We learned about links to help gather information on the web and saw statistics regarding India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

17. Another helpful example was what the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Rome does and the progress of networking and collaboration amongst JPIC promoters in Rome.

18. The JPIC coordinators must acquaint themselves with the respective reports of the Annual Ministerial Review (AMR) and the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) of their respective countries in order to be informed and to be able to better advocate and lobby.

G. ACTION PLAN AND STRUCTURE

19. In order to begin a process of choosing preferred areas of JPIC work as members of VIVAT International for advocacy and networking at the national level, the members identified a large number of issues out of which five were prioritized:

19.1. Human rights of domestic and migrant workers;

19.2. Child rights;

19.3. Food security;

19.4. Dalit Christians Constitutional Rights; and

19.5. Mining and displacement.

20. From the above five concerns the participants have chosen two as common preferred areas of concerted VIVAT effort in India. The members from Sri Lanka have chosen to make a concerted effort in two issues according to their specific needs and situations.
20.1. India:

20.1.1. Constitutional rights of Dalit Christians

20.1.2. Rights of domestic, child right and migrant workers

20.2. Sri Lanka:

20.2.1. Removal of the 18th Amendment

20.2.2. Emergency Measures Act.

21.  To most effectively implement the above issues locally, nationally and international level the    workshop identified the following structure: 

21.1. All the National JPIC Coordinators of the member Congregations of VIVAT International in India will form a JPIC National Council. One among the founding Congregations of VIVAT International, i.e. SVD and SSpS  National Coordinators of JPIC in India will be elected as the Chairperson of the National Council. The Office of the Chairperson will rotate between SVD and SSpS for a period of three years. If the Chairperson of the National Council is a SVD, the Ssps Provincial Leader in India in charge of JPIC will be the President of the National Council. The office of the President of the National JPIC Council will also rotate between SVD and SSpS Provincials/ regionals in India.

21.2. The National JPIC Council envisaged will take care of the advocacy and networking of the issues identified by VIVAT Member Congregations of India, and also connects, interact and report with VIVAT Executive Team in New York. The reporting and networking of this Council with the VIVAT International Executive Team will be under the guidance and approval of the President. 

21.3. All other JPIC issues and activities undertaken at the Region/Province level will continue as it is today. 

H. CONCLUSION

22. As followers of Christ we are engaged in building the kingdom of God through our efforts towards, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation. As we march forward on our pilgrimage we realize the complex world of today requires appropriate structures to meet our goals. VIVAT International is one such way to meet the present challenges. The Workshop at Indore helped us to realize the importance of networking, advocacy and lobby at all levels through a coordinated effort by the members of VIVAT International. Jesus promised us that he has come so that we may have life in its fullness (Jn. 10:10). We follow in the footsteps of Jesus. His Word guides all of our JPIC efforts. We commit ourselves to this providential journey through the intercession of Mary, our mother.
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