“Let us remember there is a
creative force in this
universe working to pull
down the gigantic
mountains of evil...a power
that is able to make a way
out of no way and transform
dark yesterdays into bright
tomorrows. Let us realize
that the arc of the moral
universe is long, but it
bends toward justice.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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From the Director
eclosedout2002 areknowntous,thata  tasandnursinghomesas

with aremarkable  preemptive, unilateral well aseffortsto respond
settlement betweentheten  use of forceis difficult to the needs of people
largest financid indtitutions  to justify at this time.” who are homeless, poor,
inthecountry andgovern- By applyingthecriteriaof  immigrantsor imprisoned.
ment regulators, anation  ajust war and the strong
preparing for war and presumptionagainst the Morerecently, inan effort
unprecedented year of useof military forcein to respond to the growing
crisswithintheChurch., Catholicteaching, this influenceof private corpo-

Intimeslikethese, wecan
begrateful that thetradi-
tion of Catholic Socid
Teachingisavailablefor
prayer, reflection and
guidancefor actiononthe
many perplexing events
anddecisonsthat lie
beforeus. Two centra
themesin Catholic Socia
Teaching arethereation-
ship between churchand
sateandtherdationship
between the churchand

Society.

Asanexampleof thefirst
theme, last September,
Bishop Wilton Gregory,
President of the United
States Conference of
CatholicBishops,ina
|etter to president Bush,
recognized that thereare
No easy answer's, but
offered thefollowing
advice, “ We conclude,
based on the facts that

specific gpplication of the
teachingwasmadeasa
contributiontothepublic
policy debate. On other
occasions, the bishops
haveofferedtheinsaghts
of Catholicteachingon
issuesof abortion, desath
pendty, humancloning
andwefarereform.

Inthe church and society
arena, Catholic Social
Teaching hascontinuoudy
sought to apply the
Gospdl to thenumerous
challengesand events,
whicharepart of thedaily
fabric of society. One
way isshapingtheregula
tionof socia services
provided by both the
government andthe
private sector. Another
hallmark of thistraditionis
thechurch effortsthrough
theyearsto providedirect
sarvicesthrough Catholic
charities, schools, hospi-

rationson al aspectsof
publicand community life,
the Catholic Social Teach-
ing tradition encourages
Catholicsto ensurethat
their fundsinvestedin
these corporationsare
used responsibly. “ As
part owners, they must
cooperate in shaping the
policies of those compa-
niesthrough dialogue
with management,
through votes at corpo-
rate meetings, through
the introduction of
resolutions and through
participation in invest-
ment decisions.” (U.S.
Catholic Bishops, Eco-
nomic Justicefor All).

Our Catholic Social
Teaching tradition is
rich indeed. May this
richness continue to be
a source of light and
grace during the com-
ing year.
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News and Happenings

Join in Celebrating
Haiti Solidarity Week

Haiti Solidarity Week
will take placefrom March
2-9, 2003 to educate
peopleinthe USabout the
current Stuationin Haiti.
Youareinvitedtoplanan
event educating people, or
collect humanitarian
suppliesfor Haitiina
symbolic act intended to
bring attention to the Bush
Adminigration’swithhold-
ing of over $500 millionin

humanitarianaid fromHaiti.

Another way tomark this
week isto attend the Haiti
Solidarity Week First

Annual Conference,
whichwill tekeplaceat
Howard University in
Washington, DC, duringthe
Solidarity Week. This
Solidarity Week isspon-
sored by Haiti Reborn,
and moreinformationon
the Conference, aswell as
listsof needed itemsand
shipping locationare
avalableontheir website
(www.haitireborn.org) or
by contacting Eugeniaat
(301)699-0042.

Voices for Peace

Now isatimewhen our
leadersaredeciding
whether or not our nation
will gotowar. TheUS

JPIC SPECIAL

The world is hurting. Not only can we make a difference,
we do make a difference, healing or hurting, by our

actions orinaction.

Bring the JPIC dimension of the Oblate Charism to the grassroots in our Oblate
ministry sites! Help is available!

“If you think you are too small to be effective, you have never beenin bed with a

mosquito.” Betty Reese

Interested in finding out more? Contact
Darrell Rupiper OMI at drupiper2000@hotmail.com

or the JPIC office.

Conferenceof Cathalic
Bishopshasissued Sate-
ment on Iraq on Novem-
ber 13, 2002 urging that all
of uswork for peace.
Contact the JPIC officefor
acopy or seehttp:/
www.uscch.org/bishops/
irag.htm. Resourcesare
availablefor thosewho
oppose apossiblewar with
Irag by contacting Pax
Christi at 814-453-4955
or going to their web site:
www.paxchrigtiusa.org.
You canaso:
+ Signthelrag
Pledgeof Resistanceat:
www.peacepledge.org
+ Signapetition
against awar inlragat:
WWW.ImMoveon.org.
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Some Resources for Integrating JPIC issues
Into Parish and Community life:

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development, which works to end poverty and injustice in
the United States, offers a Novena for Justice and Peace from its “Faith and Human Develop-
ment Series” that encourages those who pray the novena to discern what God may be calling them
to in working for justice in our world. Available from the US Catholic Conference. Call 800-235-
8722 or visit the Bishops’ internet site at www.nccbuscc.org.

Bearing Witness to the Gospel of Life: Inthe Face of the Death Penalty in the United States
is a small booklet about the biblical roots of opposition to the death penalty. It is published by the
Franciscan Friars, Holy Name Province. Copies can be obtained by calling 212-967-6300.

The Office of Social Justice of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis has assembled an
excellent website on Catholic Social Teaching. Included are teaching resources, useful quotes, and
very effective graphic presentations of major themes of the Catholic Social Teachings. We en-
courage you to check it out! www.osjspm.org/cst.

The Jesuit Center for Theological Reflection, which is a project of the Zambia-Malawi Province
of the Society of Jesus, offers a web site through which you can connect directly to their projects.
You can also learn about civil society in those countries, Jubilee-Zambia, and the daily reality of life
in Zambia. This is a unique resource you can find at: http://www.jctr.org.zm/.

Bread for the World offers many tools which can be resources as you seek to respond to millions
of people who are hungry every day. Your parish can become a Covenant Church which means
making a commitment to integrating hunger concerns into the life of your congregation.

For more information contact church.info@bread.org or call toll-free 1-800-82-BREAD.

The Education for Justice Web Site is an exciting new resource to promote Catholic social teach-
ing from the Center of Concern. It offers social justice curricula, lectionary reflections, prayers and
prayer services, and much more including both domestic and international issues. You can take an
introductory tour at www.educationforjustice.org.

The Inheritance Project is an initiative of the Florida Catholic Conference which brings attention
to the need for environmental stewardship as the seventh principle of Catholic Social Teaching. A
statewide gathering will be held from February 21-22, 2003 in the Central Florida area. For more
information, call Julie Greene, Project Coordinator, at 407-277-7266 or InheritProject@aol.com.

Computer and Cell Phone Recycling: To find a list of groups that recycle electronics or are
looking for donations, check the E.P.A.’s Web site: www.epa.gov, or the site of the National Recy-
cling Coalition at www.nrc-recycle.org. Cell Phones can be recycled by groups like Donate a
Phone at www.donateaphone.org, and CollectiveGood at www.collectivegood.com.
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US Response to Global AIDS: Tragically Inadequate

by Séamus Finn, OM/

Duringtheclosngdays

of theAdvent season, as
we prepared to celebrate
thebirth of Christ, The
New York Timesand The
Washington Post pre-
sented editorial sassessing
theresponse of the global
community and the United
StatestotheAIDS
pandemic. The Post
editorid entitled” Denid a
Home" initsopeningline
stated ‘ TheAids pan-
demic, whichkillsnearly
SX peopleper minute, is
probably the most under-
estimated enemy of al
time. In country after
country, people have
ignored thewarningsuntil
thevirushasinfecteda
10" of the adult population
or more. But thisserial
denid isnot limitedtothe
poor countrieswheremost
of thedying happens. It
extendsto rich countries
suchasthisone.”

Inasmilar vein, the Times
opined“Paliticianslament
thetragedy of babieswith
AIDS, but their concern
has so far not produced
onered cent of new
money.And, shamefully,
onthelast day of the
Congressional session,
Senate Republicanskilled
abill agreed oninboththe
House and Senatethat
would have provided $4
billion over twoyearsto

fight globa AIDS. Admin-
istration officialsand
membersof Congress
arguethat thereare other
thingsto spend money on.
Nonearemoreurgent”.

Thelack of fundingfor the
Global Fundto Fight
AlIDSthat was set up by
the United Nationsto
coordinatetheresponseto
the pandemic continuesto
cripplethe Fund’sability
to respond to numerous
requests. The spread of
thecrisistoplaceslike
Chinaand Indiaand other
Asian countriesportendsa
scenario of suffering,
devadation of family life
and destruction of commu-
nities. When onethinksof
the estimate of morethan
$100 billion cost of
carrying out the planned
invasion of Irag, the $7
trillionwhichinvestors
havelost inthe stock
market since 2000 or the
$1.3trillionthat we spend
onour own health care,
theannually projected $10
billion budget of thisFund
isindeedvery small in
comparison.

Whilemagazineslike The
Economist clearly assert
that thefunding to respond
to the pandemic must
comefromgovernmentsin
devel oping countriesso
that pharmaceutica

companiesarenot ex-
pectedtoforfeit the
protectionsand incentives
for researchwhichthe
patent system affords
them, concernedinvestors
continueto pressthe
private sector to partici-
pateintheeffortto
dleviatethesufferingand
devagtationwhichthe
pandemiciscausing.

Seeking pledgesfrom
companiesthat they will
not allow patent protection
toimpede accessto
medicinesfor HIV/AIDS
inimpoverished countries
andthat they will increase
thelevelsof donated
medicinesto addressthe
pandemic and the oppor-
tunisticinfectiousdiseases
which accompany HIV/
AlIDSaretwo requests
that reigiousinvestorsand
othershave made.

Therdigiouscommunity
and other non-governmen-
tal organizationsare
pressing their concernson
two fronts. InWashington,
weworked up tothelast
hoursof thelast session of
the 107" Congressto get
theU.S. portion of the
necessary funding included
and appropriated. Onthe
corporate side, resolutions
havebeenfiledonthis
issuewith eight pharma-
ceutical companiesand

with at least seven multina
tional corporationsthat
havesgnificant presencein
Africa Theseresolutions
concentrateonthepricing
of medicinesfor treatment
of HIV/AIDS, TB and
Malariaand the area of
patenting or intellectua
property rights. The
former focusesonthe
“globd pricing system”
which many pharmaceuti-
ca companiesemploy
beforethey arewillingto
offer pricereductionsona
country-by-country basis.

The patent issueisonethat
was strenuously debated
at mesetingsof theWorld
TradeOrganizations
meeting last year in Doha
and was again considered
at therecent Trade Re-
lated Intellectual Property
Services Council meeting
inGeneva. Heretheissue
continuesto bethe agree-
ment onamechanism
whereby countriescan
declaremedical emergen-
ciesand not facelegal
clamsinthecourts.
Another areaof pressure
on pharmaceutical compa:
niesconcernspartnerships
with publicand private
clinicsand hospitds, with
local NGO'sandwith
other private corporations
that canassstinddivery
of medicines, training and
treatment. Companiesare
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also being asked to assure
that joint public partner-
shipsand partnershipswith
private organizationsfocus
onthemost vulnerable
sectorsof society, and the

companies pricingpolicies
ensurethat productsare
developed aspart of a
Joint Public Private
Initiatives(JPP1). This
effortisongoing and

advocateswould liketo
seethescaleof these
programsmultiplied.

A find areabeing pressed
with the pharmaceutica

FAIR TRADE PURCHASING

POWER

Listingsof Fair Trade coffee & chocolate sour ces

Global Exchange (www.globalexchange.org) (415) 255-7296
TransFairUSA (www.fairtradecertified.org) (510) 663-5260

Fairtrade L abelling Organi zations International (www.fairtrade.net)

Listingsof retailersand companiesthat follow fair tradeprinciples

Co-op America (www.coopamerica.org)
Fair Trade Federation (wwuw.fairtradefederation.org)

Fair Trade Resource Network (www.fairtraderesource.orq)

SERRV (Www.Serrv.org)
10,000 Villages (www.villages.ca)

| nternationa Federation for Alternative Trade (www.ifat.org)

OrganizeaFair Trade Day!

Educate your parish community, school group, or community
group through afair trade expo.

Equa Exchange offersFair Trade coffee, tea, and cocoa

(www.egual exchange.org)

SERRV sd|sfairly-trade crafts, coffee, & chocolate (www.serrv.org)
CRISPAZ hasaFair Trade craft fundraising program (Www.crispaz.org)

Support local and national Fair Tradecampaigns!

Globa Exchange (www.global exchange.org/cocoa)

(www.globalexchange.org/coffee) fai rtrade@globa exchange.org,

415-575-5538

Oxfam America(www.oxfamamerica.org/coffee) jjacoby @oxfamamerica.org

Fair Trade Resource Network (www.fairtraderesource.orq)

info@fairtraderesource.org
Oxfam International (www.oxfam.org)

companiesisthelevd of
investment inresearchand
development for vaccines
and medicinesthat address
infectiousdiseasesmost
prevaent inthe poor and
developing countries. We
have specifically asked the
companiesto forego patent
rightsin devel oping coun-
tries, for drugsfor infectious
diseases, developed under
JPPIs. Wehavea so
encouraged companiesto
develop creative ap-
proachesto funding for
research & development
for diseasesprevaentin
deveoping countries, and
medicinesfor their treat-
ment.

Thescaleof theresponse,
astheeditoriadsabove have
clearly stated, isminuscule
and needsaconcerted
government and private
sector responseinthe
monthsand years ahead.
40 million peopleinAfrica
aloneareinfected withHIV.
Four million peopleneed
treatment TODAY, and
after al our meetingsand
debatesonly 40,000 are
being treated. Catholic
Socia Teaching urgesusto
be advocatesfor multiplying
the needed responseto the
needsof themen and
women of our timebothin
thepublic and private
sector. Thisisanissuethat
isclear and begging for our
dedication, generosity and
advocacy. 23
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Reflections on the School of the Americas

by Leo LeBlanc, OM/

Somemember sof the

Oblate Novitiateand the

“ Awareness Seekers’
peaceand justice group
traveled to Georgiato

demondtratefor theclosing

of theU.S. Army “ School
of theAmericas’ (SOA),
now renamed the“ West-
ern HemisphericIndtitute
for Security Cooperation”
(WHISC) and located at

Fort Benningin Columbus,

Georgia. Larry
Rosebaugh, OM|I, Chad
Glendinning,Ana

Rodriguez and | boarded a

busin . Louis, Missouri
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday,
November 15for an
overnight ridewith many
othersto Georgia, arriving
at8:00am.

After anorientation
oninadowntown
theater, we droveto Ft.
Benningwherewegath-
ered with some 10,000
other demonstratorsfor a
peaceful and prayerful cal
to closethis* School of
Assassins” asmany cal it,
becausethey trainLatin
Americansoldiers, many
of whom belongto unjust
regimesthat oppressthe
majority of poor peasants,
and many of whomwere
found to be membersof
anonymous*“ death
squads.”

After alegd scuffle, the
city of Columbusfailedin

Larry Rosebaugh, OMI, Chad Glendinning, Ana Rodriguez and Leo LeBlanc, OMI at the gates of the SOA

court to ban the demon-
stration, but wasallowed
to check every personfor
weaponswith hand-held
metda detectors. Among
thethousands present
werepeopleof all ages,
races, religions, and
afiliationsand of many
nationdlities. Therewere
many reigiousmenand
women, collegestudents
and staff members, entire
families, Buddhist monks,
Modems, representatives
of Protestant Churches
and colleges, Jews,
“Veteransfor Peace,”
missionaries Asans,
Canadiansand Latin
Americans. | metaman
over 90yearsold, anda

womanwith her little baby
- dl heretosay: “Close
the School of theAmeri-
cas. Stoptrainingkillers,”
or asonesong saysit: “No
mas, no more, shout the
hillsof El Salvador, echo
thevoicesof theworld, no
mas, nomore...”

Near the entranceto Ft.
Benning, the SOA Watch
Committee set up astage
where many speakersand
musiciansanimatedthe
immensegroup of visitors.
Weheard from Catholic
religiousand Protestant
ministers, union leaders,
justice and peace groups,
Buddhist and Mudim
peacemakersand Latin

Americanswho witnessed
the nationsof loved
ones or who werethem-
selvestortured and
survived. Many of their
oppressorsgraduated
fromthisschoadl. Itis
understandablewhy union
representativesattended
the protest.

In 1996 the Pentagon was
forcedtoreleasetraining
manualsused at the SOA,
and these manual s spoke
of unionsasenemy targets.
They advocated interroga-
tiontechniquessuchas
torture, execution and
blackmail - crimesinthe
U.S. that wetaught Latin
American soldiersto
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commit! Accordingtothe
manudss, thesetechniques
should be used on those
who (1) do*“union orga-
nizing or recruiting,” (2)
passout “propagandain
favor of theinterestsof the
workers, (3) sympathize
with demonstratorsor
strikers,” and (4) make
“accusationsthat the
government hasfailed to
meet the basi ¢ needs of

thepeople.”

At 3:00 p.m. a" Puppet
Pageant” (cf. photo)
marched throughthe
crowdtothestagearea,
singing and dancingtothe
drumbeat of pots, pans
andtinplates- musicand
dance of hope as part of
theprotest at thetraining
camp of such oppressors
asthe head of Salvadoran
death squads, Claude

D’ Aubuisson, Panamanian
Genera Manuel Noriega,
dictator Genera Efrain
RiosMontt of Guatemala
who exterminated hun-
dredsof Mayanvillages
and persecuted the
Catholic Church, Byron
LimaEstrada, head of the
infamous D-2 Intelligence
Agency of Guatemala,
accused of ordering the
nation of Bishop
Juan Gerardi, 16 of the 21
soldiersindictedfor killing
thesix Jesuitsand two
womenin El Salvador, and
so many more... Inthe
last 25 years, therewere
200,000 dead or disap-

peared Guatemalans,

75,000 Salvadoransandin

Columbia 300,000
disappeared aswell as
2,000,000 displaced
persons. Many of those
responsiblefor these
crimesweretrained at Ft.
Benning.

Sunday morning wasfirst

filledwithmusic, prayer
and speeches. One
speaker mentioned how
our country supported
Genera Agustin Pinochet
inhisoverthrow of the
€l ected government of
Chile...until heordered
the nation of
thousandsof

opponents, including
AmericansinChileand
ChileansintheU.S.

At 10:45am.the”solemn
funerd procession” began

tomovetoward the gate,
ten peopleto arow, many
holding crosseswiththe
namesof victimson them,
while peopleon stage
spokeor sang into micro-
phonesintheformof a
litany thenamesof victims.
After each name, weall
responded, “ Presente!”.
Next cameaprocession,

- f k Fom,
At the gates of the School of the Americas or WHISC, thousands gather each
year to call for itsclosing. Many carry crosses bearing the names of some of

those who died at the hands of its graduates.

and when protesters
arrived at the gate, they
|eft their crosses, banners
and placardstherein
testimony against the
training that goesoninside.
Some 90 peoplewho
unlawfully entered F.
Benning werearrested and
heldovernightinthe
county jail invery un-
hedlthy conditions, and
appeared in court the next
day. They will goontrid in
January.

If weblindly support dl
thepoliciesand programs
of our government, we
forfeit our titleasdisciples
of JesusChrist.

Hislife, teaching and death
laid great emphasison
seeking and speaking
truth, justice, loveand
peace. Thoughitiseasier
tojudgethe past thanto
foreseethefuture, if we
liveinthe present witha
Chrigtian spirit, welearnto
“read thesignsof the
times,” to speak and act
for truth, justiceand
peace, and we dare point
out and oppose whatever
threatensthese Chrigtian
fundamentas

That iswhy someof us
went to Ft. Benning and
why so many othersare
workingto closethis
“School of Assassins”
Thereisacampaign afoot
to send amillion postcards
or |ettersto our Represen-
tative and Senatorsasking
them to support the House
bill HR 1810to closethe
School of theAmericas.
All Oblatesand our friends
areinvitedto support this
campagn. 23

We have included
stamped copies of the
above-mentioned post-
cardswith thismailing.
For more ways to get
involved, contact the
SOA Watch organization
Or See WWW.Soaw.org.
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Bulletin from Bangladesh

Regular readersof this
Updatewill remember
from previousissuesthe
issuesof the ecoparksand
theplight of indigenous
peoplein Bangladesh.
Asmany of you aready
know, the Bangladeshi
government planstoingall
eco-parksonthetradi-
tional landthat theKhasia

and Garotribal people
have occupied and culti-
vated for centuries. The
hundredsof indigenous
familieswhowill bedis-
placed and whoseliveli-
hoodswill bedestroyed by
these parkswere not
consulted beforethisaction
wastaken.

Reﬁpondi ngtothisaction,

-

the Khasisand Garos attackson Khasi and Garo
organized acampaign of communitieshave occurred
peaceful resstanceagaing andthat Mudlim assailants
the eco-parks. Currently arecutting down the betel

the project hasbeen plantsand big treesfrom
postponed. Welearned which thesegroupshave
from Joseph Gomes, OMI,  madetheir living.

an advocate on behalf of

theindigenous peopleof Werecently received word

Bangladesh, inthelast
JPIC report that many

World Indigenous Day Protest Rally for the Traditionsal
Land Rights of Indigenous People, August 9, 2002

that, inthe name of stop-
pingterroristsin
Bangladesh, theArmy has
arrested morethan two
thousand people. While
thosearrested are primarily
Mudim, someKhas and
Garo people have been
rounded up aswell, dueto
falseaccusationsby
Bengdi Mudims. Sofar,
twelve peoplehavediedin
army custody. A trusted
advocate hasadvised
Khas and Garo people not
togooutsidethehilly area
wherethey live. Below are
two other updateson the
stuationin Bangladesh. «

From a letter by Bejoy D’Cruze, OMI, Delegation Superior in Bangladesh:

Fr. Joseph [Gomes, OM ] istirelessly working for the
rightsof our tribal people. Onthe 9" of August 2002
“Bangladesh Indigenous Peoples Forum” celebrated
thelnternational Day of theWorld'sIndigenous
People. Thousandsof peoplecamefromall over
Bangladesh. They started theday at thefoot of the

L anguage Movement Monument, Dhakawhere people
of all walksof lifeorganize gatheringsand meetingsfor
demandingtheir rightsor protesting against any injustice
doneto them. Onthismemorableday they had
inaugural talksddlivered by tribal leaders, Fr. Richard
Timm and others. Thenthey had acolourful rally

wherethousandsof peoplejoined. Thistimetheir
sionand cultura function. Inthisafternoonsessona

triba minister from the Government wasinvited; UN

their concernfor therightsof theminority tribas. Fr.
Joseph alone brought about 300 peoplefrom Sylhet

demand wasto recognizethe Traditiona Land Rightsof
Indigenous Peoples. Intheafternoonthey had discus-

Resident Coordinator and UNDP Representativein
Bangladesh, Diplomatsfrom Foreign Missions, Tribal
leaders, Professorsfrom DhakaUniversity, lawyersand
human rights activistsdelivered speechesand showed

Region.
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Khasi Indigenous women from Bangladesh arrange Betel leaves. Collecting Betel
leaves is a major way in which they earn money. Betel production has been ham-
pered as Muslim assailants, who Khasis suspect have the support of the government,
cut down Betel plants.

On World Indigenous People’s day, August 9, 2002, thousands
gathered for a protest rally and for cultural performances
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Opposing the Juvenile Death Penalty

by Robert Allanach, OM/

essthan 36 hours

beforeAlexander
Williamswasscheduled to
dieby letha injectionfor a
brutal robbery, kidnapping,
rape and murder he com-
mitted whenhewas 17, the
GeorgiaState Board of
Pardonsand Parolesheld a
clemency hearing. After
listening to severa groups,
indudingthevictim'sfamily,
theNationa Menta Hedlth
Association and the Coali-
tionfor Juvenile Justice
(C1J), theBoard of Par-
donsand Parolesordered a
five-day stay of William's
executionto alow itself
moretimeto ddiberate.
WithinfivedaystheBoard
commuted hisdeath
sentencetooneof lifein
prison.

Someposit that Alexander
Williamsshould havebeen
executed at 7 p.m. on
February 20, 2002. He
wasn't! Today Williamssits
idleinan 8-by-10foot cell
at the Georgia State Prison.
Hewill cal thisplacehome
fortherest of hislife.

What drovethis17-year-
old to commit such heinous
crimes? Hesuffered from
schizophreniamademore
volatileby hisyouthful age.
Recent research by the
National Academy of the
Sciencesindicatesthat the
portion of thebrain that
controlsand suppresses

impulses, andiscritical to
soundjudgment and
decison-making, isnot fully
developedinyouth. Young
peoplehavedifficulty
thinking through conse-
guencesunder stressand
managing powerful impulses
without adult guidance.
TheU.S. Supreme Court
decisoninits1982ruling
seemsto agreewiththis
research. Initsdecision
Eddings v. Oklahoma, the
Court wrote as part of its
decision that juveniles

“ deserveless punishment
becausethey haveless
capacity to control their
conduct andtothink in
long-rangetermsthan
adults”

Such knowledgeoverrides
theargument of adult
punishment for “ adult-like
cime” YouthlikeWilliams
cannot beviewed asacting
withalevel of mora
culpability the sameasthat
that characterizes adults.
DavidDoi, Executive
Director, and LindaHayes,
former CJJNational Chair
(1999) testified at Williams
clemency hearinginAtlanta
[t wasimportant that CJJ
assstinsavingAlexander
William'slife. ClJhasfor
more than adecade op-
posed the execution of any
individua convicted of an
offensecommitted before
age18.

Although 38 stateshavethe
death pendlty for adults,
snceitsreinstatementin
1976, only seven states
haveimposed capital
punishment onminors.
Indeed, recently Texas
made preparationsto
executetwo minorswithin
thesamemonth. Those
seven statesjointhe
undistinguished company of
Pekistan, Yemen, Saudi
Arabig, Iran, Nigeriaand
the Democratic Republic of
the Congo astheonly
placesintheworldthat il
executechildren. Inthelast
decade, the United States
hasexecuted morejuvenile
offendersthanall these
nationscombined. Indeed,
recently threeU.S. Su-

preme Court Justices
publicly questionedthis
policy. Suchapolicy while
inhumaneisa so prohibited
by the Geneva Convention
andthelnternational
Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. C1J
decriescapital punishment
for youthful offendersas
contrary to themost basic
principlesof juvenilecourt
law. | believe—asdothe
majority of Americans(Hart
Poll, 2000)—that every
childiscapableof redemp-
tion and deservesachance
to make positive changes. <

Robert Allanach, OMI
serves as a Consultant for
the Coalition for Juvenile
Justice.
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An Update on the OMI General Administration JPIC Service

by Mary O’Herron

I nthelastissueof this
report, mentionwas
made of thenew Generd
Adminigration Servicefor
Justice, Peace and Integrity
of Creation. A little back-
ground: After the 1998
Chapter, the Generd
Council asked Fr. Oswald
Firth, OMI,toreview and
evauatethehigtory of
JPICinthe Congregation
and to recommend path-
waysof actionto bring
new lifetothisarea. Asa
result, atitsPlenary
Sessioninthespring of
2001, the Council agreed
toestablishanew Service
for Justice, Peaceand
Integrity of Cregtion. In
the summer of 2001,
Oswald Firth, OMI,
RufusWhitley, OM | and
SéamusFinn, OM|
drafted awork plan that
included amission state-
ment and objectivesfor the
new Service. TheGenerdl
Council approved theplan
inthefall of 2001.

Service Objectives:
Theprimary objectiveof
the Serviceistoact asa
pro-activeagent. Actionin
favor of justiceisat the
heart of the Serviceand
should pervadedl its
efforts. The Servicewill
respond to theimmediate
chdlengesrisngfromthe
ministry of Oblatesand will
focus, sysematicaly and

indtitutiondly, on Oblate
priority issues.

Secondary objectivesare:

Collaboration—in some

instances, the Service will
network with local and
international organiza-

Support —highlight,
recognize and encourage
Oblate efforts in promot-
ing JPIC around the
world by increasing
awareness of and beingin
solidarity with them.

Mission Statement

The Service of Justice, Peace and Integrity of
Creation of the Oblate Congregation fosters
through its members, associates, partners, and
institutional structures an active presence where
decisions are made affecting the poor (Rule 9a).
The Service also encourages and collaborates
with appropriate Oblate ministries on behalf of
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation.

tions in the promotion of
JPIC. In other instances,
the servicewill rely on the
efforts of and be support-
ive to initiatives by other
religious congregations
and appropriate Non-
Governmental Organiza-
tions (NGO’s).

To coordinatethe JPIC
Service, the Generdl
Council appointed aninitid
Board of Directorsconsist-
ing of RufusWhitley,
OMI, Oswald Firth,
OMI, and SéamusFinn,
OMI. It wasdecided that
the Servicewould havea
presencein Romeandin

Washington, DC. Fr.
Eliseo " Jun” Mercado,
OMI, of thePhilippine
Provincewas appointed as
the Director of the Service,
effectiveJune 1, 2003. He
wasborninthe Philippines
in 1948, isaformer Presi-
dent of Notre Dame
University of Cotabato,
author of several bookson
Missiology, and an expo-
nent and sought-after
practitioner of reconciliation
and mediation methods. His
officewill beinRome.

In Jan 2002, Séamus
Finn, OMI, was appointed
astheAssociate Director
and operatesfromtheU.S.
Province sJPIC Officein
Washington, DC. This
officeupdates Congrega
tion superiorsabout four
timesayear onissuesof
interest and thework of
Oblatesthroughout the
Congregationfor justice,
peace and integrity of
cregtion.

Thisofficeasoworkswith
multinationa corporationsin
theU.S. and OIP portfolios
by filing resolutionsand
engagingindiaogueswith
management inorder to
addresstheir policiesand
practicesthat arean affront

tohumandignity and
destructivetotheenviron-
ment. o
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Zambia in a Disaster: Genetically Modified Organisms

by Singini Nacidze, OM/

| grow poison on my
farm, feed it to my family
and sell it to unsuspecting
consumersinthe U.S and
around theworld. That's
what the president of
Zambia seems to think.
As3 million peoplein his
country face starvation,
Levy Mwanawasa has let
some 15 million metric
tons of donated corn sit
untouched in storage
because someof itis
genetically modified.

John Reifsteck

That ispart of an appedl of
anAmericanfarmer to
Africato accept “dona-
tions’ of genetically modi-
fied cornwhich appearedin
the September 25, 2002
edition of the Chicago
Tribune. Alongsidethe
commentary wasapicture
of aZambianwomanin
Mumpanshagathering corn
fromthe ground onascene
of anaccident wherea
truck carrying grain spilled
itsload.

What an appeal to emo-
tions| thought! Indeed the
sceneisdevastating. It
showsthe effectsof hunger
inZambia, oneof the
countriesinAfricarefusng
“donations’ of geneticaly
modified corn. | read the
commentary by John
Reifsteck, afarmer inthe

USA, with great
interest. Forthe
monthsof July till
mid September,
20021 had an
opportunity to be
onholiday vidting
my home country
Zambiawhichis
oneof the coun-
triesaffected by
the shortage of
corn, thestaple
food of the
Zambian people.
Weall know that
the debateon
geneticaly modi-
fiedfoodshas
becomeamajor
topic of debateon
theradio, on
televisonandin
theprint media

Acrosstheseaon
the continent of
NorthAmerica
thedebateon
geneticaly modi-
fied corniscontentious,
with adifferent tone. Let
megiveyouthe pictureof
what Reifsteck had to say
about genetically modified
cornwhich our country has
refused to accept. The
farmer informspresident
Mwanawasathat Ameri-
canshavebeen growing
and eating biotech cropsfor
years-and that about one
third of al thecorngrown
intheUnited Stateshas

been geneticdly modified,
mostly toresist pestsand
reduce sprays.

Thefarmer further suggests
that biotech cropshave
survived tough regulatory
scrutiny inthe United states.
Thefarmer further appeals
to usAfricans, that biotech-
nology isamatter of life
and death. Instead of a
“poison,” itisanantidoteto
theterrible problem of

S.E. Finke

hunger. The people of
SouthernAfricasmply
need to befed and biotech
cropsare safe and eco-
nomical way of helping out.

Thefarmer concludeshis
appeal by sayingthat,

“ Africansdeserve some-
thing other thanaperverse,
anti-scientific philosophy
that declares, “ Better dead
thanfed.” Interesting
reading, | must say again.
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Sowhat isthebig deal peoplewho are starving. thehungry. Thistimethe weAfricansneed to befed,
about GM corn. Why Yesitistruethat North leaders and peopl e of we havetheduty to protect

should the president say No
to GM corn? Well, ishe
out of hismind?How does
he expect to feed three
million peoplewho are
likely to die?Arethereany
dternativestofeeding the

people?

| may beasking more
questionsthan offering
answersat themoment.
Acceptinggeneticaly
modified cornto feed the
garving Zambiansmay
appear tobeasimple
matter at first Sght. The
smplesolutionfor one
outside Zambiawill be, we
giveyou GM corn, your
people eat, and they do not
dieof starvation. Everyone
ishappy, noliveslost. What
about that, Mr. President?

Thequestion of GM corn
goesbeyondfeedingthe

Americanshavebeen
growing and esting biotech
cropsfor years. Well and
good. Thedifference
between peoplelivinginthe
USA and Zambiaisthat the
former hasachoiceto
choosewhat they want to
eat.

Sowhy should Zambians
refuse GM cornwhenthe
American peopleintheir
“bestintentions’ aretrying
tosavethemfrom starva
tion?For Africans, itistime
that we have cometo a
redizationthat wecan
make our owninformed
decisonsonwhat we
should eat and not eat and
no onefromtheoutsidecan
forcethat on us. A hungry
mouth can haveno choice
onwhat to eat and in most
casesanything canbe
shoved into the mouths of

Africahavesadwaita
minute. Let uslook at some
of theimplicationsof
genetically engineered corn
onour people.

Kass Agricultureand
Training Centreandthe
Jesuit Center for Theologi-
ca Reflection concisely
articulatetheissue. The
concernisprimarily onthe
harmful effectsGM corn
hason humans, animalsor
ontheenvironment.

Asmuchasitisnot clear
onthenegativeeffectsthe
GM foodsmay haveon
humansand theenviron-
ment, findingsof some
farmers, onthenegative
effectsthat GM corn has
had ontheir animal herds
givesuscluesonwhat
could happen to human
beingsaswell. Asmuchas

that whichissacredto our
lives, our traditionaly
grown corn. Itisaknown
fact that agriculture biotech-
nology hasresultedin
increasesof herbicideuse,
dominanceof corporate
monopoly over food
production aswell as
potentia environmenta
problems.

[tistimethat Zambiaand
other countriesinAfrica
command freedomand
choice of what isgood for
itspeople. WeAfricanscan
make our own decisions
whenit concernsour lives,
aswe stand on our philoso-
phy, “Welivetill wedie.” <

Singini Nacidze, OMI, hails
from Zambia and is currently
studying theology at Chicago
Theological Union. He lives
in community with other
Oblates at the Oblate House

of Theology in Chicago.

tothe Capitol.

www.usccb.org/prolife

TheNational Prayer Vigil for Life
January 21-22, 2003 at the The Basilicaof the National Shrine of the lmmaculate Conception
TheNational March for Life,
January 22, Beginsat noonwith arally at the Washington M onument, endswithamarch

30" Anniversary of Roe v. Wade: Thousands to gather in Washington, DC
Thisannual series of events promises to attract more people this year than ever. The
following are some of the events planned:

For more information on these events and others, as well as resources for use with parishes, see

Each year on January 22nd — the anniversary of the 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade —
people pause to recognize the date in some way. Some speak out, some march, some reach out, some
educate, some just reflect. Many pray.

é

“2 &




Page 14

JPICREPORT

Legislative and Advocacy Update

Immigration

Thankstoal of youwho
sentinthe postcards
includedinthelast JPIC
Report aspart of the
“RewardWork” campaign
cdlingfor anearned
legdizationof immigrants
who havelived and
worked in our communi-
tiesfor severa years.

Oblatesand othersfrom
around the country sent a
total of over 1200 cardsto
the JPIC officein Wash-
ington, allowing ustodo
our partinacampaign
which garnered over
1,000,000 postcards.
Especidly hdpful inthe
Oblate postcard effort was
John Cox, OMI.

The presentation of the
postcards made amajor
mediasplashand had an
impact on congress.
During thisevent Repre-
sentative Dick Gephardt
(D-IN) introduced apiece
of legidation (HR 5600)
whichwouldfairly regular-
izethe status of many
immigrantscurrently living
inthe United States.

Thosewhofilledinpost
cardsor areinfavor of
changing thelegal statusof
contributing membersof
our communitieswho are
immigrantsareencouraged

tocall your representative
and ask himor her to co-
sponsor and support HR
5600. (Bill numberslisted
may bechanging soon).

More information on
issuesrelated to immi-
gration can be found at:
WWWimmigrationforumorg

Schoal of theAmericas

HR 1820 (whichwill
receiveanew bill number
inthislegidativesesson)
caledfor theclosureof
theWestern Hemisphere
Ingtitutefor Security
Cooperation (School of
theAmericas) andthe
establishment of ajoint
congressional task forceto
assessUStraining of Latin
Americamilitary till needs
more Co-SpoNsors.
Currently thereare 112
CO-SPONSOrS.

To find out if your
congressman isa co-
sponsor of thislegisla-
tion, or to learn the
latest about the struggle
to close the SOA, go to
WWW.SOaW.org.

Landmines

On September 13ththe
U.S. Senate passed S.
1777,the“The

I nter national Disability
and Victimsof
Landmines, Civil Srife
and WarfareAssistance
Act of 2002” by unani-
mousconsent. Thishill
was co-sponsored by
SenatorsHilary Rodham
Clinton (D-NY) and Sam
Brownback (R-KS) and
will expand theability of
USAID to provideinter-
nationa disability and
victim assistancefor
survivorsof landmines.
Pressureisneeded on
Representativesto support
theHouseversion of this
bill: H.R.31691H.

Eighty percent of landmine
victimsareciviliansand
one-third of thosevictims
arechildren. Only ten
percent have accessto
proper medical careand
rehabilitation. Inthe
developingworldthereare
few medicd supplies, little
sanitation or clean water,
and ascarcity of surgeons,
physical therapistsand
psychologists. With
hundreds of thousands of
landminesurvivorsworld-
wide, their needsare
gredt.

The Senate passage of this
bill isasignificant step
toward enabling victimsof
landmine, war and civil
drifetoreclamther lives
andtaketheir placeas

proud and equal citizens
who arebornfreewith
dignity andrights.

Youcanhepby visting
theweb siteof theUS
CampaigntoBan
Landminesandusingthe
materialsthereto pressure
your representativeto
voteinfavor of HR 3169.

For landmine news and
advocacy opportunities:
WWW.banminesusa.org

Debt Relief

The Debt Relief En-
hancement Act Of 2002,
failed to passtheHouse at
theend of thiscongres-
sonal year. Thelegidation
would haveprovided
another $1billionindebt
relief for countriesaready
intheHeavily Indebted
Poor Countries|nitiative
(HIPC).

Thiswould havebeen
accomplished by saying
that countriesshould not
spend morethan 10% of
revenue on debt service,
or for countrieswitha
severehedthcrigs, like
theAIDS pandemic,
should not spend more
than 5%.

For more information on
debt relief efforts,

contact Jubilee Network
USA ' www.jubileeusa.org.
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JusttAITH

A Formation Strategy for Expanding and Promoting Parish Social Ministry

An Overview:

Catholic Charities USA offers an exciting opportunity for parishes and dioceses interested in
expanding and promoting social ministry: JustFaith. JustFaith is an extended justice education/
formation program that provides an opportunity for parishioners to study and be formed by the
justice tradition articulated by the Scriptures, the Church’s historical witness, and Catholic
social teaching.

JustFaith is a conversion-based process that seeks to integrate personal spirituality and social
ministry. The aim of JustFaith is to empower participants to develop a passion and thirst for
Justice and to express this passion in concrete acts of parish social
ministry.

The Program:

Engaging in the Church’s social mission is without argument one of the
most challenging messages of our Gospel Tradition. JustFaith is a process
that recognizes the complexity of the call to compassion and provides a
wide range of compelling resources to communicate this tradition. The
difficult call to bring justice to a broken world deserves a preparation that honors the profundity
of the task.

JustFaith is a process. Over the course of seven to eight months, participants meet weekly for
readings, videos, lecture, discussion, prayer, retreats, and hands-on experiences in justice
education. Participants are exposed not only to a substantive and demanding course of study
but are also afforded the privilege of becoming community with other participants and sharing
a journey of faith and compassion that is both life-giving and challenging.

JustFaith can be — and typically is — facilitated by parishioners, meaning it does not create

For More Information:

Office of JustFaith Chris Breau,
7406 Greenlawn Rd. Jack Jezreel, Director Assistant Director
Louisville, Kentucky 40222 Phone: 502-429-0865 Phone: 502-243-9287

www.justfaith.org E-mail: jack@justfaith.org E-mail: chris@justfaith.org
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“Peace is not the
product of terror or fear.

Peace is not
the silence of cemeteries.

Peace s not
the silent result
of violent repression.

Peace is the generous,
tranquil contribution
of all to the good of all.

Peace is dynamism.
Peace is generosity.
Itis right and itis duty.”

Archhishop Oscar Romero
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* PreachtheGospel. Usewordisif necessary.”
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