Laudato Si’: Poor and Vulnerable

“The poorest areas and countries are less capable of
adopting new models for reducing environmental impact
because they lack the wherewithal to develop the necessary
processes and to cover their costs. We must continue to be
aware that, regarding climate change, there are differentiated
responsibilities” (52)

* How does our Oblate preferential option for the
poor and vulnerable call us to respond to this
encyclical?

Laudato Si’: Common Good

“The notion of the common good also extends to future
generations. The global economic crises have made
painfully obvious the detrimental effects of disregarding our
common destiny, which cannot exclude those who come
after us. We can no longer speak of sustainable development
apart from intergenerational solidarity” (159)

e With whom are Missionary Oblates called to
dialogue about the future of our common home?
Pope Francis calls for dialogue that includes everyone.
Who should be included?

Laudato Si’: Integral Ecology

“Human beings too are creatures of this world, enjoying a
right to life and happiness, and endowed with unique
dignity. So we cannot fail to consider the effects on people’s
lives of environmental deterioration, current models of
development and the throwaway culture” (43)

e What is your local Oblate community
environmental initiative and how is it connected
to our brothers and sisters around the world?

Laudato Si’: Global Solidarity

“Interdependence obliges us to think of one world with a
common plan...A global consensus is essential for
confronting the deeper problems, which cannot be resolved
by unilateral actions on the part of individual countries. Such
a consensus could lead, for example, to planning a
sustainable and diversified agriculture, developing
renewable and less polluting forms of energy, encouraging a
more efficient use of energy, promoting a better
management of marine and forest resources, and ensuring
universal access to drinking water.” (no. 164)

*  What concrete ways are you expressing solidarity

with poor people every where in the world?

Laudato Si’— Pope Francis — Encyclical

Our Oblate commitment to Integrity of Creation

Prayer for the Earth - Pope Francis, Laudato Si’

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole
universe and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we
may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers
and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,

Help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of

this earth, so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the
world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty,
not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be
filled with awe and contemplation, to recognize
that we are profoundly united with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice,
love and peace.

Missionary Oblates JPIC welcomes Laudato Si’

Among virtually all faith groups is a universal call to be
in right relationship with the earth, to act as responsible
stewards of the planet, and to preserve its health and
resources for future genmerations. With a missionary
presence and faith-based relationships in the world’s most
vulnerable communities, faith institutions recognize
climate change’s potential to exacerbate the suffering
caused by extreme poverty and inequality which are at
the root of so many existing social justice issues. The
environmental crisis facing our planet transcends politics,
economics and science; it is, at bottom, a moral and
ethical crisis. In issuing Laudato Si, the Holy Father is
reminding us of our duty to restore our right relationship
with the earth, which is one of harmony and respect for
God’s creation.
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