“We entrust the Church’s mission to Mary our Mother. In
union with her Son, from the moment of the Incarnation
the Blessed Virgin set out on her pilgrim way. She was
fully involved in the mission of Jesus, a mission that
became her own at the foot of the Cross: the mission of
cooperating, as Mother of the Church, in bringing new
sons and daughters of God to birth in the Spirit and in

faith.”
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World Mission Sunday (October 20) is a worldwide day for Catholics to reflect on the baptismal call
to mission. World Mission Sunday this year falls within a special Extraordinary Missionary Month.
We are called through our baptism to be part of the Church’s missionary efforts, through prayer, self-
sacrifice and support of missionary vocations through material aid.

Mission Sunday collection provides vital support and sustains developing Catholic missions around
the world especially for dioceses and mission centers in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Europe, and the
Pacific Islands. The theme for 2019 World Mission Sunday is Baptized and Sent: The Church of
Christ on Mission in the World.

In a world where so much divides us, World Mission Sunday rejoices in our unity as missionaries by
our Baptism. And it provides an opportunity to support the life-giving presence of the Church among
the poor and marginalized in more than 1,111 mission dioceses.

Community Water for Livingstone Diocese, Zambia

Livingstone diocese is at the southern tip of Zambia. It shares borders with Zimbabwe, Botswana
Namibia, and Angola. Livingstone diocese does not usually receive adequate rainfall due to its
location near two deserts: Namib and Kalahari.

The community has long been facing a water shortage. It has always been a challenge to get
running water for bathing, cooking and other needs because the water is pushed through worn out
pipes. Sometimes there is no water at all for days. As a result, using buckets residents resort to
fetching water from outside the house for cooking and hygiene needs. Also relying on the current
water supply are a youth center and girls’ secondary school.

Our goal is to drill a borehole and set up a strong water system which can hold a 5000 liter-tank. The
diocesan residence is between the diocesan youth center and St Mary’s Secondary School. Once
there is steady water flow at the residence, both the youth center and St Mary’s Secondary School
will benefit in the event they run out of water as is frequently the case. The youth center has about
250 students and St Mary’s Secondary School has 700 girl students.
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The current community water shortage greatly affects the students. Instead of concentrating on
learning they worry about drawing water for sanitary needs.

A borehole will eliminate all these problems and reduce the incidence of water-borne illnesses.

There are many ways we can respond to this call:

Continue to pray for Missions and please give generously on World Mission Sunday. If you would
like to help the Livingstone diocese improve their water system please make your donation through
this link and make it out to: Catholic Diocese of Livingstone, Zambia

The work of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate in bringing the Gospel to the poorest of the
poor is an answer to this call of the Mission and Spirit. Missionary Oblates are dedicated to bringing
the good news to the poor in over 60 countries through life in community and in collaboration with
men and women of all faiths.
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https://www.omiusa.org/index.php/oblate-ministries/support-our-mission/

